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ASCLS-VA Virtual
Coffee Chats

Please join the ASCLS-VA
Leadership team for
virtual session of
information sharing,
networking and enjoying
time with peers.

Under the Lens
Message from the President:
by Briana Shelton MLS (ASCP)cm, SH (ASCP)cm
I have only few words to express what this year has challenged
us with. I do have words that guide me and I know that as a
profession and as individuals we are strong. We are strong and
will keep on going to ensure that the patients we care about will
be taken care of and that our families remain healthy. Thank
each of you for all your diligent work, strength and dedication.
"The best ornament is Humility.
The richest wealth is Wisdom.
The strongest weapon is Patience.
The best security is Faith.
The best tonic is Laughter."
e-buddhism.com

Session I – January 11th at
Noon
https://uvatelemed.webex.c
om/uvatelemed/j.php?MTI
D=m2dd4bf7abbc6eae922f
47e7f79c41dd6

Session II – January 14th
at 0830
https://uvatelemed.webex.c
om/uvatelemed/j.php?MTI
D=m6655239fe09898cc29
6406eb2bb60ea4

ASCLS Legislative Symposium: Sachico DeSilva (Clinical Coordinator GW
University), Graciela Lopez ( MLS Professor GW University), Janna Abul-Hassan
(MLS student ODU), Barbara Kraj (Program Director ODU MLS)
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ASCLS Legislative Symposium: Top picture - Janna Abul-Hassan (MLS student
ODU), Barbara Kraj (Program Director ODU MLS). Bottom picture – Patrick
Cooney speaking at the symposium

ASCLS Legislative Symposium: A Student Perspective
Janna Abul-Hassan ODU MLS student
This year’s ASCLS legislative symposium was my first time
attending a meeting pertaining to the career path I had chosen as a
sophomore in university, and it surely will not be the last. After my
experience at the symposium listening to the issues that affect our field, I
feel as though my choice to be a medical lab scientist had been
reinvigorated. Seeing all the faces of people who had flown in from across
the United States and hearing passionate voices on an early Tuesday
morning advocating for change in governmental policies brought me real
motivation to continue my career path.
The issues we discussed are ongoing and pervasive, affecting
laboratories and patients all across the country, only exacerbated by the
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pandemic. The Protecting Access to Medicare Act of 2014 (PAMA) bill
delaying cuts to physician payments and nationwide workforce shortages
were the topics of discussion, underscored by lab scientists coming forth
and sharing pressing information about the state of their laboratory back
home. My professor of MLS, Dr. Kraj of Old Dominion University, came
forward and shared her concerns about educational grants to support a
larger student body to try to alleviate the dire need for medical lab
scientists in our area.
I learned that PAMA was meant to be a way to save healthcare
costs by assessing laboratories in the United States to calculate the
Clinical Fee Lab Schedule (CLFS). However, the CLFS was calculated from a
few large labs, greatly misrepresenting the majority of Medicaid and
Medicare recipient labs. ASCLS asks Capitol Hill to accurately redefine the
parameters of their data collection and to delay reinforcing payment cuts
until the next year.
The nationwide workforce shortage was also discussed
extensively, and it was made very clear that it was only worsening with
the aging workforce and the impact of COVID-19 on retirement.
Educational institutions are not graduating nearly as many students as
needed to replace this population. This was one of the concerns that was
brought to the attention of congressional members as not only an issue
affecting the laboratory, but healthcare as a whole.
As an aspiring medical lab scientist only one semester away from entering
the workforce, these issues directly pertain to my peers and I. To be
involved in these conversations at an early point in our careers are
essential to real change in our field. Legislative changes do not occur
within a year and may not even occur within the decade, but they would
not occur at all without passionate advocates for these issues. I am proud
to have been part of the conversation this year and will continue to
advocate for change on a governmental level, encouraging my coworkers
and peers to participate in discussions that affect their lives and their
family’s lives.

Clinical Chemistry Case Study
Presented by UVA Health Clinical Chemistry Team
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ASCLS-VA
Website
https://www.asclsva.org/
Visit the ASCLS-VA
website for news on
upcoming events.
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ASCLS National News
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Upcoming ASCLS Events

